The American Legion Riders of Minnesota
First District

Constitution

Purpose
We, members of the First District American Legion Family, in order to provide a means of
promoting the aims and goals of the American Legion Family through our participation in parades,
runs and other ceremonies; to promote motorcycle safety programs; to serve our community, state
and nation; and to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness
associate ourselves together as The American Legion Riders of Minnesota, First District.

Article | Name and Chapter
The formal name of this organization shall be THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS OF MINNESOTA, FIRST
DISTRICT, attached to The American Legion, Department of Minnesota, First District (hereafter
“First District ALR).

Article Il Nature
Section 1. The First District ALR is exclusively a social and recreational organization for members of
the First District American Legion Family (American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of
the American Legion) who share an interest in motorcycling and the patriotic endeavors of The
American Legion. As part of the social activities of the organization, First District ALR will conduct
programs for religious, charitable, and educational purposes by promoting the social welfare of the
community; assisting the disabled and needy war veterans and members of the United States
Armed Forces and their dependents and widows, orphans,
and descendants of war veterans; providing entertainment, care and assistance to hospitalized
veterans or members of the United States Armed Forces; carrying on of programs to perpetuate the
memory of deceased veterans and members of the United States Armed Forces and comfort for
their survivors.

Section 2. The First District ALR upholds the declared principles of The American Legion and
conforms to and abides by the regulations and decisions of the department, district, or other duly
constituted governing body.

Section 3. The First District ALR shall be politically non-partisan and shall not otherwise attempt to
influence legislation, or any initiative or referendum before the public, and shall not participate
in, or intervene in (including by publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign
on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for political office.

Section 4. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be
distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the First
District ALR shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services
rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set for in the
purpose clause hereof.
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Section 5. Each member shall perform his / her duties duty as a citizen according to her / her own
conscience and understanding, in accordance with the law.

Article Ill Organization
Section 1. The First District ALR is organized as a District of and subordinate body to the American
Legion Riders, Department of Minnesota. (The American Legion Riders, Department of Minnesota
shall hereafter to be referred to as “MNALR”)

Section 2. The First District ALR shall be governed by such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by
National American Legion Riders, the MNALR, First District ALR, the Executive Committee of The
American Legion, Department of Minnesota, The American Legion, Department of Minnesota, First District,
not inconsistent with those prescribed by the National American Legion Riders.

Section 3. The First District ALR shall contain the same Counties and area to coincide with The
American Legion, Department of Minnesota, First District. These counties will include: Wabasha,
Winona, Olmsted, Houston, Fillmore, Mower, Dodge, Steele, Waseca, and Freeborn.

Section 4. The legislative body of the First District ALR shall be the District Convention, to be held
annually in conjunction with the First District Convention of The American Legion. The first such
convention shall take place in May of 2013. All acts of the District Convention are subject to
ratification by the First District Executive Committee of The American Legion.

Section 5. The First District ALR shall have an advisor committee as appointed by the Commander
of The American Legion, Department of Minnesota, First District. The advisor shall be appointed
annually and shall be part of the First District ALR Executive Committee without a vote.

Article IV Membership Eligibility

Section 1. Only members in good standing of The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or
the Sons of The American Legion shall be eligible for membership provided they have the additional
qualifications required under Section 2 or 3.

Section 2. Each potential member shall further establish membership by owning, individually or
through marriage, a motorcycle licensed and insured as required by state law.

Section 3. Members in good standing may continue to retain full membership if they have given up
motorcycle ownership involuntarily because of age, injury, health reasons.

Article V Legislative Organization
Section 1. The District Convention, beginning in 2013, shall be held for the purpose of electing
District officers, review of bylaws and such other purposes as may be necessary.

Section 2. In the District Convention, each Chapter shall be entitled to three (3) votes. Each
chapter’s votes may be split among delegates or voted by an individual delegate. A registered
delegate is one who has received his/her credentials and has paid such registration fee as may be
required.
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Section 3. A quorum for the District Convention shall be the greater of 3 Chapters or One-Fifth of
the number of Chapters in the District.

Article VI District Officers
Section 1. The officers of the First District ALR shall be Director, Vice Director, Sergeant-at-Arms,
Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain, and Historian.

Section 2. The officers shall be elected annually by the District Convention. A majority of all votes
cast shall be necessary for the election of any officer.

Section 3. The duties of the officers shall be defined in the By-Laws.

Article VII District Executive Committee
Section 1. The administrative power of the First District ALR shall be vested in the District
Executive Committee.

Section 2. The District ALR Executive Committee shall consist of the following: Director, Vice
Director, Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, Chaplain, and Historian and the two (2)
immediate past Directors (without vote) and the district advisor (without vote).

Section 3. The District ALR Executive Committee shall meet no less than two (2) times a year for
the purpose of organizational business. Any business that may need to be taken care of without
meeting may be done by mail, telegraph, on matters of urgency not involving new policy and on
which action cannot be delayed until the next regular meeting.

Section 4. The District Executive Committee may also meet on the call of the Director of the First
District ALR or on written request of a least three (3) members of the Executive Committee, at any
time during the year.

Section 5. A majority of the officers eligible to vote shall constitute a quorum of the Executive
Committee.

Article VIl Finance
Section 1. The revenue of District shall be derived from such membership fees or dues and from
such other sources as may be approved by the District Executive Committee of The American
Legion including rides for charitable purposes.
Section 2. The amount of annual District dues, if any, shall be in such amount as may be

determined by the First District ALR Executive Committee, subject to ratification by the District
Convention.
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Article IX Wear of American Legion Emblem
Section 1. The American Legion Riders back patch, as copyrighted and sold by The American
Legion’s Emblem Sales division, is authorized for wear by all current members of the ALR.

Section 2. Except as otherwise stated in this section, no other back patch or back patch design is
authorized for wear as an ALR emblem.

Section 3. First District ALR standards and specifications for patch sales shall be on file with
Emblem Sales. Any First District ALR member in good standing is authorized to wear a “1* District”
top rocker above the official back patch or “1% District” as the first line of the 3-line ALR back
patch. Bottom rockers with any geographic designation are not allowed to avoid any conflict with
motorcycle clubs.

Section 4. No other patch, tab, rocker, text, background art or color that is in conflict with an
American Legion protected trademark may be used on clothing, banners, flags, posters, or
advertisements.

Article X Duration and Dissolution
Section 1. The duration of the First District ALR shall be perpetual.

Section 2. In the event of dissolution, all assets of the organization shall be distributed for one or
more exempt purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or
corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal
government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose.

Article XI Amendments
Section 1. This Constitution is adopted, subject to the provisions of the national constitution and
department constitution. Any amendment to the national or department constitutions that is in
conflict with any provision hereof shall be regarded as automatically repealing or modifying the
provisions of the constitution and bylaws of this chapter to the extent of such conflict.

Section 2. This Constitution may be amended at any District Convention by a vote of two-thirds of
the registered delegate votes in attendance at the Convention. All Amendments to this
Constitution must be submitted in writing thirty (30) days prior to the Convention to the First
District ALR Executive Committee.

Draft - 5/10/12 PRS
Approved by E Board 5/17/13.
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By-Laws of the American Legion Riders
Department of Minnesota
First District

Article I-Officers
Section 1. The officers of the First District ALR shall be Director, Vice Director, Sergeant-at-Arms,
Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, and Chaplain.

Section 2. The officers shall serve until adjournment of the succeeding American Legion
Department Convention following their election and thereafter until their successors are chosen.
Vacancies in these offices, occurring between District Conventions shall be filled by election of the
First District ALR Executive Committee.

Section 3. The First District ALR shall recognize individual, or individuals as appointed by the First
District Commander, The American Legion, Department of Minnesota as District Advisor or Advisors
to the ALR, and such person or persons shall be an ex-officio member of all committees or
commissions of the First district ALR without a vote.

Section 4. In fulfilling the duties and responsibilities of their office, the officers of the First
District ALR shall be responsible to the First District Executive Committee of The American Legion.

Article lI—Duties
Section 1. Duties of Director. It shall be the duty of the Director to preside at all meetings of the
First District ALR and to have general supervision over the business and affairs of the district. The
Director shall be the chief executive officer of the District with full power to enforce the provisions
of the First District ALR Constitution and By-Laws and shall perform such duties as are usual and
incident to the office and shall represent the District before the Department.

Section 2. Duties of Vice Director. The Vice Director shall assume and discharge the duties of the
Director in the absence or disability of, or when called upon by the District Director.

Section 3. Duties of Secretary. The Secretary shall have charge of and keep a full and correct
record of all proceedings of all meetings, keep such records as the hosting district and department
organizations may require, render reports of membership annually or when called upon at a
meeting, and under direction of the District Director, handle all correspondence of the district. The
secretary shall provide notice of all meetings of the district.

Section 4. Duties of Treasurer. The Treasurer shall have charge of all finances and see that they are
safely deposited in some local bank or banks and shall report at each meeting the condition of the
finances of the district, with such recommendations as he or she may deem expedient or necessary.
The Treasurer and the Director, and at least one other member of the district executive committee
and the First District American Legion Finance Officer, shall be signatory on any and all accounts of
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the chapter. The Treasurer shall be responsible for obtaining the approval of the District Advisor
before payment of any expenditures.

Section 5. Duties of Historian. The district Historian shall be charged with the individual records
and incidents of the district and district members and shall perform such other duties as may
properly pertain to the office as may be determined by the district or the Executive Committee.

Section 6. Duties of Chaplain. The Chaplain shall be charged with the spiritual welfare of the
district comrades and will offer divine but nonsectarian service in the event of dedications,
funerals, public functions, etc., adhere to such ceremonial rituals as are recommended by the
National or Department from time to time.

Section 7. Duties of Sergeant-at-Arms. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall preserve order at meetings and
gatherings, assist in enforcing all rules of safe riding during rides and runs, and perform other
duties or chair such committees as may be from time to time assigned by the Director or chapter
executive committee.

Article lll—Meetings
Section 1. Meetings of the First District ALR Executive Committee shall be held not less than twice
(2) a year with one being held at the District Convention.
Section 2. All First District ALR meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the ritual of the
American Legion Riders organization.
Section 3. At each meeting of the First District ALR Executive Committee, a finance report shall
be given, including presentation of all account balances, amounts received, amounts pain and
expenditures due for payment.

Article IV-Appointments
Section 1. The Director may appoint standing committees or commissions for the furtherance of
district programs.
Section 2. Such standing committees shall consist of such persons, and the Chairperson/Road
Captain thereof, as designated by the director.
Section 3. The Director shall appoint an individual or individuals to plan each district tour, run,
activity and event and to enforce the rules of safe motorcycle operation and group riding.

Article V-Resolutions
Section 1. All resolutions of state or national scope presented to this district by a member or
chapter or reported to this district by a committee shall merely embody the opinion of this
district on the subject and copy of same shall be forwarded to the post/department headquarters
for its approval before any publicity is given or action other than mere passage by the district is
taken.

Article VI-Notices
Section 1. Every chapter shall furnish the district secretary with a valid email or postal mailing
address for the purpose of receiving notice of district events and correspondence.

Article XIV— Rules of Order

Section 1. All proceedings of this chapter shall be conducted under and pursuant to Roberts’ Rules
of Order (Newly Revised), except as herein otherwise provided.
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Article XV— Limitations of Liabilities
Section 1. This district shall incur, or cause to be incurred, no liability nor obligation whatever
which shall subject to liability any other district, chapter, subdivision, members of The American
Legion, post, departments, or other individuals, corporations, or organizations.

Section 2. This district shall take such steps necessary to secure appropriate event insurance for all
organized rides, events, celebrations, and functions undertaken under the name of the hosting
district or department.

Article XVI— Amendments
Section 1. These By-Laws are adopted, subject to the provisions of the National ALR By-Laws,
Department of Minnesota By-Laws, of which this District is a subordinate member. Any amendment
to the National or Department By-Laws that is in conflict with any provision herein shall be
registered as automatically repealing or modifying the provisions of these By-Laws, to the extent of
such conflict.

Section 2. This Constitution may be amended at any District Convention of the First District ALR by
two-thirds of the registered delegate votes attending the Convention. All Amendments to the by-
Laws must be submitted in writing thirty (30) days prior to said Convention.

Section 3. Any amendments will be reported to the sponsoring district, and such amendments will
not be effective until approved by the sponsoring district Executive Committee of The American
Legion.

ARTICLE IX Wear of American Legion Emblem- AMENDMENT

An American Flag patch or pin shall be worn on the left front of the vest of those members who
are wearing the American Legion Rider Back Patch. No other patch or pin should be worn above
the American Flag per protocol.

e By-Law passed by a vote of 14 for vs 4 against on 8/30/2013
An American Flag patch shall be worn on the front of the vest of those members who are wearing
an American Legion Rider Back Patch. No other patch or pin should be worn above the American
Flag per protocol.

e By-Law passed by majority vote on 01/05/2019

e Approved by the American Legion First District Executive Board on 6/24/2019

ARTICLE VI District Officers- AMENDMENT
Section 2. The officers shall be elected annually by the District Convention except for the Director
which is a two-year term.
e By-Law passed by majority vote on 5/21/2016
e Approved by the American Legion First District Executive Board on 5/20/2017
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ARTICLE IV Appointments - AMENDMENT
Section 4. The Road Captain shall be at least 18 years of age and be an eligible member as stated
in Article IV.
e By-Law passed by majority vote on 5/18/2018
e Approved by the American Legion First District Executive Board on 6/24/19

ARTICLE VI District Officers - AMENDMENT
Section 2. The Officers shall be elected annually by the District Convention. A majority of all
votes cast shall be necessary for the election of any officers. The Sergeant-At-Arms shall be
appointed by the First District ALR Director.
e By-Law passed by majority vote on 5/18/2019
e Approved by American Legion First District Executive Board on 6/24/2019

ARTICLE [ll Organization - AMENDMENT
Section 4. The legislative body of the First District ALR shall be the District Convention, to be held
annually on the first Saturday in May at the convention host Post. The time of this meeting to be
1300. All acts of the District Convention are subject to ratification by the First District Executive
Committee of the American Legion.
e By-Law passed by majority vote on 5/18/2019
e Approved by American Legion First District Executive Board on 6/24/2019

ARTICLE | Officers - AMENDMENT
Section 1. The officer of Parliamentarian shall be appointed and advise the Director on questions
of parliamentary procedure, review resolutions for proper form, serve as a parliamentary resource
for all Chapters in the First District, serve as a member of the First District ALR Executive
committee and perform other such duties as assigned by the District ALR Director.
e By-Law passed by majority vote on 5/3/2025
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